
KaliKo Music - Coda Orchestra Handbook

The Coda Orchestra program is designed to give students who don’t have an orchestra an orchestra experience. For students grades K-12 we focus on building ensemble skills and growing a community of music appreciators. 

Due to limited rehearsal time and the advanced nature of this group, students are expected to uphold a high level of professionalism including responsibility for materials and communication about attendance at rehearsals and performances, accountability for practice and seeking help as needed, integrity in all actions, and respect for all. 


Character
Coda Orchestra Program represents KaliKo Music from our students to our teachers. Students are expected to uphold the highest character standards as we present ourselves through Orchestra, in rehearsals and performances. “Character is who you are when nobody's watching.” 
In Coda Orchestra we practice these character traits to the highest level:
· Integrity - the practice doing what you know is right, despite the circumstances
· Respect - the practice of honoring and valuing a person, regardless of your approval of their words or actions. 
· Honesty - the practice of speaking and living truthfully to ourselves and others. 
· Accountability - the practice of accepting responsibility for your actions (or inactions) to yourself and the group. 
· Responsibility - the practice of taking action to complete your portion of work to contribute to the group. 

I use the term “practice” in relation to these topics as it is a daily practice to show them. A person is not simply responsible, it takes daily practice through your decisions to grow in responsibility. We are all continuously learning and growing in these areas. 

Disrespect toward students or teachers will not be tolerated and could result in removal from Encore Orchestra. 

Students must maintain their practice and preparation of music.


Attendance
Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required. Rehearsals are every Sunday 
Prelude Orchestra (K-8)
· Sundays 3p-3:45p
Encore Orchestra (7-12)
· Sundays 4p-4:45p 
If you have any conflicts with these dates, please contact info@kalikomusic.com the week before for rehearsal, the month before for performances. Communication is key. If there are any changes to the rehearsal schedule, we will communicate via email.


Auditions
Auditioning for the Coda Program 


Performances
All students are expected to perform at every performance.  Students who are not upholding the rehearsal expectations or character expectations described in the Mitchell Orchestra CODA Handbook will lose the privilege of performing with the CODA Orchestra. 
· Winter Concert (Full Concert) - December 13th
· Spring Concert - May 2nd
· Spring Contest - March 28th 
· District Solo & Ensemble Contest (students will play with a pianist/accompanist) - April 11th
· Spring Tour - April (date & time TBD) 



Rehearsals & Absences
Due to scheduling, we only meet once a week; to keep the level of the group challenging and advanced, there are very few members. This means that each member and each rehearsal is absolutely critical. An ensemble this size is special because each member holds a significant weight of importance in the success of each sound we make. Because of this, it is important to prioritize each time we meet. We ask the following commitments of everyone so that the ensemble can maximize time together:
· Please avoid scheduling appointments on rehearsal days. I understand that some critical appointments we do not have total control over scheduling and take what we can get, but where possible it is to the benefit of the ensemble to schedule off of these days. (If it is necessary to schedule an appointment these days, please email us a week in advance to notify of the absence as well as notify your section members verbally so that they can help catch you up when you return.)
· If you are a part of another Honor ensemble or group at Mitchell, communicate with each director to make a plan. 
· Arrive early to every rehearsal. The directors have committed to opening the gym doors by 7:20a on rehearsal days. Please commit that time to unpack, tune, etc. We will begin rehearsal at 7:35a, if you are not ready to participate at that time, we ask that you uncase quickly and tune in the hallway. 
· Commit to being fully present in each rehearsal. This includes practicing professional rehearsal etiquette to maximize our time together. 
· Rehearsal is a time to practice ensemble techniques primarily. You are expected to practice individual techniques at home. There is no magic number of minutes to practice.  Practice to the point of confidence at each level/goal.
· Musicians will uphold and maintain the grade eligibility, behavior, and practice expected of CODA Orchestra.
· All absences will be handled on a case by case basis and must be communicated to the directors. 

Communication
· All updates about upcoming rehearsals will be in our Newsletter, any sudden changes will be posted in our group messaging platform for CODA, SportsYou.














Students, 

We are so proud of you and excited to work with each of you in this new ensemble! You have each worked hard and stretched your capacity to show readiness for CODA Orchestra and the challenge that it presents. I have high expectations for you as individuals and an ensemble that I know you will not only meet, but surpass. We are here to support you and your music education, I ask that you always come to me to share - celebrations, concerns, questions, ideas, anything. This ensemble is meant to push all of us out of our comfort zones and into the stretch zone to grow as an Orchestra. I look forward to seeing our journey this Spring and I look forward to successful performances in May. Welcome to Mitchell Intermediate CODA Orchestra! 

Parents,

Thank you for all you do to support your children! The amazing things they are able to accomplish in Orchestra are only possibly because of the love, support, and encouragement you provide them. Please help us in maintaining an open line of communication with you and your child to create an environment of success for them.  The best way to contact us  is through email. IIf you would prefer a phone call, please leave your best contact number and a good time to reach you. We would love to chat anytime! This ensemble is a combination of guidelines from past Mitchell experiences as well as experience from other ensembles to find the best solution for this generation of students at Mitchell. We are  always open to feedback from you as to what works and what needs further consideration and would love to hear your thoughts throughout the year on how to make this the best challenge for our students. 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell Orchestra Directors
Ms. Kresta - kkresta@conroeisd.net 
Mr. Gomez - eigomez@conroeisd.net 

Please read the handbook, the section below, and sign accordingly. Cut at the line and return to your binder.  The bottom portion will be due by the next rehearsal.


I have read and understand the Mitchell Intermediate CODA Orchestra Handbook. I am ready for the challenge and agree to uphold all of the participation and character expectations listed in the handbook. I promise I will come to you with all celebrations, concerns, questions, ideas, and anything else that presents itself. 

Student Name: _________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Parent Name: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Parent Primary Number: _____________________________________________________

Parent Primary Email: _______________________________________________________

